THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
our queen has loved truth and worshipped it unreservedly
all these long years', was Rabindranath's reply.
Debates, discussions, disagreements set against jests,
humour and friendly smiles: this is the hallowed memory
of Gandhiji's stay at the Asram. In a nice photograph of
Rabindranath, Andrews and Gandhiji chatting together an
asxamite has caught and preserved much of the joy of the
occasion.
1940. On 17 February, Mahatmaji, along with
Kasturba, Mahadev Desai and others, paid his fourth and
last visit to Santiniketan during Gurudev's lifetime,
17 February was also the date of his first visit. Seeking
Gurudev's blessings, and rest for a couple of days, he came
here on his way to Malikanda. His beloved friend Charlie
Andrews was lying ill in a nursing home in Calcutta.
Missing him Gandhiji seemed to have missed the purpose
of his visit. Notwithstanding his ill health Rabindranath
went to the mango-grove. There with his own hands he
garlanded Gandhiji and presented to him a short but signi-
ficant address of welcome. Gandhiji gave a very moving
reply to it in Hindi. Seated in the evening by the side of
Rabindranath in Uttarayana he witnessed with rapt atten-
tion a performance of the dance-drama Chandalika.
Jestingly Rabindranath offered him his mud-hut Syamali
on condition that he should come every year to live there.
Posing to be an astute barrister-at-law Gandhiji is reported
to have promptly reminded his benefactor that a gift should
not be conditional.
On the morning of 19 February, Mahatmaji took leave of
Gurudev and the inmates of the Asram and left for
Calcutta. On the eve of his departure Gurudev handed
over to the Mahatma a letter which testified to his own
love and care for Visva-Bharati and which carried this
impassioned appeal:
. . . Accept this institution under your protection,
giving it an assurance of permanence if you consider
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